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Off Broadway: ‘The Man Who Ate Michael Rockefeller.’

By: William Buckley | Sunday, February 20th 8:00 AM 

The Man Who Ate Michael Rockefeller is by far one of the best shows currently running in New York’s Theatre scene. The show initially premered as a showcase in Fall but returned for an Off-Broadway run at the Arclight Theatre in February 2011 and will be running until March 13, 2011.

Producer and playwright Jeff Cohen wrote the play, and adapted it from a short story by Christopher Stokes, which “takes a startling and surprisingly humorous, upside-down view of what happens when the Western world intrudes on an ancient, so-called primitive culture, telling the story from the native peoples’ point-of-view.”

Set among the Asmat tribe of New Guinea, the play explores the still-unsolved disappearance in 1961 of Michael C. Rockefeller, the 23-year-old son of New York Governor Nelson Rockefeller and a celebrated anthropologist who collected artifacts from the Asmat culture during two expeditions there.

At only 65 minutes, the show is definitely worth seeing and will have you on the edge of your chair. The well choreographed burlesqued sex scene between Designing Man and his best friend’s wife, Plentiful Bliss is one of the most memorable and enticing scenes in the show. The costumes and dialect are authentic and the music and set greatly enhance the extremely well-executed acting. This show is definitely worthy of seeing– see ticket information and pictures are below.

The Man Who Ate Michael Rockefeller plays at The Arclight Theater, 152 West 71st Street between Broadway and Columbus, through March 13, 2011. Performances are Wednesdays through Fridays at 8PM,Saturdays at 2PM and 8PM,  and Sundays at 3PM at 7:30PM. Tickets are $50-$55 and are available at smarttix.com or by calling 212.868.4444.
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